
SURGICAL BINGO

Prepared for 
an open case, 

but the surgeon 
walked in and 

said it was 
laparoscopic

Fell off or 
tripped over a 

step stool 

Had a turnover 
take as long 

as your lunch 
break 

Fainted or saw  
someone faint 

in the OR 

Had  turnover 
of 30 minutes 

or less

Forgot to put 
lead on before 

scrubbing in 

Know a 
surgeon’s glove 
size by memory 

Pronounced 
a procedure 

name 
incorrectly 
during the 

timeout

Had to hold a 
limb as it was 

prepped

Believed Grey’s 
Anatomy 

prepared you 
for the realities 

of the OR

Dropped a 
specimen

Got called the 
wrong name  
by surgeon

Found a  
missing needle

Had a  
preceptor who 
was your work 
mom or dad 

Fell of a  
sitting stool 

Accidentally 
contaminated 
the sterile field 

Made an OR 
playlist 

Know a 
surgeon’s 

phone 
password by 

memory

Stayed late 
after work to 

finish a case for 
the team and 

my patient

Realized the 
RF Mat wasn’t 

plugged in 
before the 

initial count

Forgot to bring 
compression 
socks to work

Forgot to place 
a grounding 
pad on the 

patient before 
draping

Delayed a 
case because 
of forgotten 
equipment

Purchased 
a scrub cap 
from a small 

business

Tried turning 
that piece of 

equipment off 
and on again 

GOAL: 
Surgical bingo was created so that 
perioperative nurses can find others who 
have been in similar situations as them, 
with the goal of sparking the sharing 
of advice or stories, or a much-needed 
venting session.

DIRECTIONS: 
1.	 Review each square on the bingo card and, if you have 

personally experienced a situation, mark the square (for 
example, highlight it, cross it off, or color the box). 

2.	 Mark as many boxes as you can.

3.	 You have a bingo when you have five squares marked in 
a row vertically, horizontally, or diagonally.

4.	 Be sure to share and discuss your results with colleagues 
and friends playing with you.


